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DVM and Vet Nurse Students -- Rabies and Tetanus/Diphtheria Vaccines
and TB Testing

The Office of the University Physician has the responsibility for monitoring the veterinary students for
Tuberculosis (TB) and required vaccines during their clinical experience at Michigan State University. Monitoring
guidelines are based on recommendations from the Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention. The University
requires this monitoring. Required information will be kept in an online database. You will be able to view and
print this information. The information will be available to you for at least two years after you graduate. The
address is www.hcpimmunize.msu.edu.

TB Monitoring

This consists of two TB tests and readings- one in your first semesterat MSU and one just before graduation.
This is to assess if you have been exposedto TB while attending MSU. Your first TB test must be administered
on or after August 1 of the year you begin your program. Individuals that have had a positive TB skin test in the
past will be monitored by symptom questionnaire or a blood test. TB Symptom monitor forms can be found at
http://occhealth.msu.edu/files/attachment/124/original/TB_Initial.pdf; TB blood tests can be arranged through
our office.

Tetanus/Diphtheria Vaccine

Documentation of your most recent (within 10 years) Tetanus/Diphtheria vaccine must be provided to the
Office of the University Physician prior to interacting with animals at MSU. Current Centersfor Disease Control
and Prevention guidelines recommend that every adult get Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis (Tdap) vaccine when
they are due for their nextdose. Adult forms of this vaccine are called Adacel or Boostrix.

Rabies Vaccine

Documentation of two or three doses of appropriately spaced Rabies vaccine must be provided to the Office of
the University Physician prior to interacting with animals at MSU. The two dose vaccine series consists of
vaccines administered at day 0 and day 7. The three dose vaccine series consists of vaccines administered at
day O, day 7, and day 21 or 28. You may want to check to see if your health insurance will cover all or part of
the cost of the vaccine series. This vaccine is generally not easily available in the community; however, you may
want to check with your family physician or local health department. MSU students can also make an
appointment with the MSU Student Health Center to receive the Rabies vaccine series.

Rabies Titer

A one-time Rabies titer is required 2 years after the completion of the two dose Rabies vaccine series. If the
Rabies titer result is low, a booster dose of Rabies vaccine is required. If the Rabies titer result is present, no
additional action is required. Students who have received the three dose vaccine series are not required to
complete atiter. Rabies titers may be arranged through the Office of the University Physician, in Room 123 at
Olin Health Center, on a walk-in basis. The testing is done through the State of Michigan. It can take up to six
weeksto get the results; however, the usual time is about 1 to 3 weeks. Thereis currently no cost to you for
rabies titers.

If you have questions, please email our office at uphys@msu.edu
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